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- Chairman Charles H. J?eriy (RJQL) of the 
Senate Foreign Rektions-Cdn^ said yes- 
/terdk^ that the Re^an adminfatration has de— 
r ddeffithat the Central American^ of El 
" SaR^pr S ^e place to draw the line” against 
t commun^influenca on' the basfr of <4 irrefuta- 
.ble eryidaartoe^rjfc^ .tier there is be- 

ingarmed irom'c^ 

- Iv Plrcy* inarbreakfast^meeti^with reporters, 
apptot^" toe g^^ States commit-, 

; meffi? to that counfrye^w^ saying-that 
th^^lingr jimta & is "as unpopular with 

the^own people^as was Vietnam,” referring to 
the former Saigon government long supported > 
by tte' United' Stal^-<- 
Tine, foreign relations , chairman^who was 
briefed along with other congressional leaders 
by Secretary of State Alexander M. Haig Jr. 
onvTuesday moming/ was not specific about 
how fer Washington is prepared to- go to back 
the Salvador government and shut off the flow 
of outside arms. Asked if the administration 
wouM blockade Cuba to prevent arms ship- ♦ 
mentsfrom toat source* Perry said no option 
is ruled toufc; but (that at th^ re- 

sponse under discussion is “modest assistance”' 
by the United States to Salvador. ^ ■% 

Percy made dear his view that basic UJS. 
relations with the Soviet Union and Cuba are 
at stake in the small country of 5 million peo- 
ple on thewest.coast of Central America^ 

“Haig is ri^it this isCthe place to draw tha 
line^ declared Percy. He-jaaM Haig has been 
tellin g the Sovie ts with grpwipg^recision what. 

is eipeCted Wthem^d w^ b£ tof- 

eratea^ in Salvador as well as in other areas of 
the 

At: stake for the Soviet^ 
according* to Percy, is a new five-year " grain 
agreement to sucked the pact expiring this 
fall, participation to Caterpillar T^ Co. in 
the. propoeed natural gas pipeline from Siberia 
to Western Europe, and a new-agreement on ■ 
the limitation of strategic nudear annk^y^r^' 
The Soviet answer to the United States at 
this point, Percy said,: is that “there is no di- 
rect supply” from Moscow to the Salvadoran 
insurgents, though an arms supply to Cuba 
and Nicaragua is acknowledged. 


’ “That gives us the right to go directly to the 
surrogates” of the Soviet Union and starkly lay 
down the U.S. position, the senator said. 

“If Cuba ever jvants to normalize relations 

with the' United States^.’ and the signals are 
very clears that theywanttodo so,” they will 
have ^ to 1 - accommodate Washington on the 
question of arms to Salvador^ Percy said. ** 

■ Under questioning,, he said that “the signals” - 
from Cuba" include a desito to lessen its de- 
pendence on the Soviet Union! which Is unable 
to provide the markets and industrial assis- 
tance that the island nation needs. Describing { 
Cuban President Fidel Castro as “torn” by in- 
decision, Percy said it is yet undear whether* 
Cuba is willing to withdraw- its troops from 
Africa and take other actions necessary for a 
rapprochement with the United States. 

The Reagan administration, according to 
Percy, shows “no willingness” to improve rela- 
tions with Cuba “unless there is a quid, pro 
quo” in Cuban activities throughout the world. 

_ Regarding the evidence, still not made pub- 
lic. that the Salvadoran insurgency is being j 
armed from outside, ^ Percy said it includes 
“dates, times, the place of everything that ar- j 
rived” as well as data from intelligence satel- j 
lites. He said the arriving weapons indude So- 
viet and captured American arms, among oth- 
ers. J-. ‘ -*‘ r 

; Conceding that outside help is far from the: 
whole problem in Salvador,: Percy -said that! 
the United States must say to the Salvadoran 1 
ruling junta that “the repression is intolerable 
and the slaughter cannot continue.” . - : * 

An important symbol is the investigation of 
the deaths of four American, women, believed ; 
i killed by rightist groups -affied J with -govern- f 
ment security forces. On this- point, said Percy,-' 
church groups back home in Illinois are “up in! 
annsJV- 
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